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Here is the gist of this letter, the real message from the grassroots: a nation outraged by high soaring inflation; a public
scandalized by unprecedented corruption, rampant unemployment, political oppression, chronic shortage of land in
rural areas. In sum, the nation is desperate for change.

You have essentially wasted the two decades with which you were blessed to affect change. In place of pragmatism
dogma has prevailed; in place of transparency secrecy has taken root; in place of democracy oppression has
intensified; and in place of merit patronage has been rewarded.

Ato Meles Zenawi: the people want -- no, need -- you to leave office.

The people are closely watching events in North Africa as | write this letter. They are debating the implications for
Africa, including Ethiopia. And they have been inspired by the heroism of ordinary Libyans.

Listen to them before it’s too late.
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